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Classification

The Assistant Administrator for
Fisheries, NOAA (AA), has determined
that an extension of this emergency
interim rule is necessary to respond to
an emergency situation and that it is
consistent with the Magnuson-Stevens
Act and other applicable laws.

The extension of this emergency
interim rule is exempt from review
under E.O. 12866.

Failure to have the measures
contained in this rule in place by July
19, 1999, would result in a lapse of
necessary Steller sea lion protective
measures in the Alaska pollock
fisheries. The measures must be in place
because of the likelihood that without
the measures, the pollock fisheries
would jeopardize the Western
population of Steller sea lions and
adversely modify its critical habitat.
Without these measures, the December
3, 1998 BO would require that to protect
Steller sea lions, no pollock fishing
occur.

Delay of the pollock season openings
to provide for prior notice and public
comment would impose significant
economic cost on the fishing industry
for two reasons. First, by regulation, the
ending date for pollock fishing is
November 1 of each year to prevent
pollock fishing during a winter time
period that is critical to Steller sea lions.

If the August 1 pollock openings are
delayed for a significant period of time,
the fleet may have insufficient time to
harvest the remaining TAC prior to
November 1 and a significant portion of
the TAC could go unharvested. Second,
any delay in the season opening will
impose significant operational costs on
vessels, processors, employees, and
other support industries that must plan
for and deploy equipment and crews to
remote parts of Alaska well in advance
of the season opening date.

Accordingly, the AA finds that the
need not to delay the pollock season
openings constitutes good cause to
waive the requirement to provide prior
notice and an opportunity for public
comment pursuant to the authority set
forth at 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), as such
procedures would be impracticable and
contrary to the public interest. For the
same reasons, the AA finds good cause
pursuant to the authority set forth at in
5 U.S.C. 553(d)(3) to waive the
requirement for a 30-day delay in
effective date.

Because prior notice and opportunity
for public comment are not required for
this rule by 5 U.S.C. 553, or any other
law, the analytical requirements of the
Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. 601
et seq., are inapplicable.

The President has directed Federal
agencies to use plain language in their
communications with the public,

including regulations. To comply with
that directive, we seek public comment
on any ambiguity or unnecessary
complexity arising from the language
used in this emergency interim rule.

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 679

Alaska, Fisheries, Recordkeeping and
reporting requirements.

Dated: July 16, 1999.
Andrew A. Rosenberg,
Deputy Asst. Administrator for Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

For reasons set out in the preamble,
50 CFR part 679 is amended as follows:

50 CFR CHAPTER VI

PART 679—FISHERIES OF THE
EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE OFF
ALASKA

1. The authority citation for part 679
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 773 et seq., 1801 et
seq., and 3631 et seq.

2. In § 679.22(a)(11)(iv)(C)(1), the table
is revised to read as follows:

§ 679.22 Closures.

(a) * * *
(11) * * *
(iv) * * *
(C) * * *
(1) * * *

Fishing Season

Industry Sector (in percent)

Inshore Catcher/
processor Mothership CDQ

A1 Season ............................................................................................................... 70 40 50 100
A2 Season ............................................................................................................... 70 40 50 100
B Season ................................................................................................................. 45 0 0 56
C Season ................................................................................................................. 63 0 0 56

3. Section 679.23(e)(5)(ii)(B) is revised
and § 679.23(e)(5)(ii)(C) is removed to
read as follows:

§ 679.23 Seasons.

* * * * *
(e) * * *
(5) * * *
(ii) * * *
(B) Combined B/C season. From 1200

hours, A.l.t., September 1, through 1200
hours, A.l.t., November 1.
* * * * *
[FR Doc. 99–18612 Filed 7–16–99; 4:32pm]
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Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Ocean Perch
in the Western Regulatory Area of the
Gulf of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for Pacific ocean perch in the

Western Regulatory Area of the Gulf of
Alaska (GOA). This action is necessary
to prevent exceeding the 1999 total
allowable catch (TAC) of Pacific ocean
perch in this area.
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), July 20, 1999, through 2400
hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 1999.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas Pearson, 907–481–1780 or
tom.pearson@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
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fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

The 1999 TAC of Pacific ocean perch
in the Western Regulatory Area of the
Gulf of Alaska was established by the
Final 1999 Harvest Specifications of
Groundfish for the GOA (64 FR 12094,
March 11, 1999) as 1,850 metric tons
(mt), determined in accordance with
§ 679.20(c)(3)(ii).

In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the 1999 TAC for
Pacific ocean perch will be reached.
Therefore, the Regional Administrator is
establishing a directed fishing
allowance of 1,650 mt, and is setting
aside the remaining 200 mt as bycatch
to support other anticipated groundfish
fisheries. In accordance with
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed
fishing allowance has been reached.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for Pacific ocean perch
in the Western Regulatory Area of the
GOA.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
may be found in the regulations at
§ 679.20(e) and (f).

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. It must be
implemented immediately to prevent
overharvesting the 1999 TAC of Pacific
ocean perch for the Western Regulatory
Area of the GOA. A delay in the
effective date is impracticable and
contrary to the public interest. Further
delay would only result in overharvest.
NMFS finds for good cause that the
implementation of this action should
not be delayed for 30 days. Accordingly,
under 5 U.S.C. 553(d), a delay in the
effective date is hereby waived.

This action is required by 50 CFR
679.20 and is exempt from review under
E.O. 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 16, 1999.
Bruce C. Morehead,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 99–18615 Filed 7–16–99; 4:10 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–F

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 990304062–9062–01; I.D.
071699B]

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Ocean Perch
in the West Yakutat District of the Gulf
of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for Pacific ocean perch in the
West Yakutat District of the Gulf of
Alaska (GOA). This action is necessary
to prevent exceeding the 1999 total
allowable catch (TAC) of Pacific ocean
perch in this area.
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), July 19, 1999, through 2400
hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 1999.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas Pearson, 907–481–1780 or
tom.pearson@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

The 1999 TAC of Pacific ocean perch
in the West Yakutat District of the Gulf
of Alaska was established by the Final
1999 Harvest Specifications of
Groundfish for the GOA (64 FR 12094,
March 11, 1999) as 820 metric tons (mt),
determined in accordance with
§ 679.20(c)(3)(ii).

In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the 1999 TAC for
Pacific ocean perch has been reached.
Therefore, the Regional Administrator is
establishing a directed fishing
allowance of 670 mt, and is setting aside
the remaining 150 mt as bycatch to
support other anticipated groundfish
fisheries. In accordance with
§ 679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed
fishing allowance has been reached.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting

directed fishing for Pacific ocean perch
in the West Yakutat District.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
may be found in the regulations at
§ 679.20(e) and (f).

Classification
This action responds to the best

available information recently obtained
from the fishery. It must be
implemented immediately to prevent
overharvesting the 1999 TAC of Pacific
ocean perch for the West Yakutat
District of the GOA. A delay in the
effective date is impracticable and
contrary to the public interest. Further
delay would only result in overharvest.
NMFS finds for good cause that the
implementation of this action should
not be delayed for 30 days. Accordingly,
under 5 U.S.C. 553(d), a delay in the
effective date is hereby waived.

This action is required by 50 CFR
679.20 and is exempt from review under
E.O. 12866.

16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 16, 1999.

Bruce C. Morehead,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 99–18614 Filed 7–16–99; 4:10 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–F

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679
[Docket No. 990304062–9062–01; I.D.
071699A]

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Northern Rockfish in
the Central Regulatory Area of the Gulf
of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for northern rockfish in the
Central Regulatory Area of the Gulf of
Alaska (GOA). This action is necessary
to prevent exceeding the 1999 total
allowable catch (TAC) of northern
rockfish in this area.
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), July 19, 1999, through 2400
hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 1999.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas Pearson, 907–481–1780 or
tom.pearson@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
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